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Disclaimer
To enhance the teaching content, teachers can exercise their professional judgment and consult relevant scholarly work when adopting the learning and teaching resources prepared by educators and other teachers. In support of the implementation of the English Language Education KLA Curriculum, teachers can also select appropriate parts of the resources for classroom learning or extended learning based on pedagogical consideration and the learning needs of students.



School background 
● Band 1 boys’ school  founded in 1862

● Students’ strengths: capable, eager 
to learn, want to challenge 
themselves 

● Their learning needs: broaden their 
knowledge base, develop their 
empathy, oral communication skills 
and higher-order thinking skills 



● Curriculum emphases:
❖ Reading (and speaking) across the curriculum 
❖ Higher-order thinking skills    
❖ Values education, including national security education 

● 1st year in ‘Read to Speak’ (R2S) project (2021/22) 
❖ Target level: S2
❖ Project focuses:

✔ Understanding different perspectives
✔ Developing  empathy

● 2nd year in R2S project (2022/23)
❖ Target level : extended to S3 (Same batch of students)
❖ Project focuses: 

✔ Enhancing oral communication skills
✔ Promoting positive values and attitudes 



Project highlights
● Cognitive domain:

- promote higher-order thinking and 
reflection – understand how numbers 
and images combined to convey 
powerful messages

● Affective domain:
- establish an emotional connection with 

the reader / audience through messages 
/ texts



Project highlights
● Elements of national education / national security education integrated 

into learning activities naturally and organically

An image of an article entitled 

‘Gen Z in China and India more 

environmentally conscious’

An image of an article entitled 

‘How China’s Ban on Plastic 

Imports Affects Recyclers in the 

U.S.’



Digging Deeper into problems and actionable solutions

1
Grasping basic conceptsFind out 

about:

2
Interpreting information
● Statistics in infographics and surveys
● Visual messages 

3 Extending understanding
● More balanced viewpoints on topical  

issues / themes 
● Inclusion of national security education  

● Personal connections to the environmental 
issues

An image of a 

textbook module on 

‘How can we save 

our planet?’



Lead-in activity: making personal connections

Survey: Are QC students 
environmentally friendly?



Proof of environmental problems on campus



Grasping basic concepts
Flipped learning task1

Images of different multimodal 

texts, e.g. videos and infographics 

on the plastic waste problem.  



Contemporary text experiences  

Images showing examples of contemporary texts, 

e.g. infographics

Students were provided with contemporary text 
experiences to develop new literacy skills. 



Find the numbers 

…for 500 years or longer

8 million tonnes of…

Each year…

2 Interpreting information 

An image of the textbook 

article on plastic waste. 

One striking feature about 

this article is how the 

numbers are presented in 

a way that makes the text 
persuasive. 



Make numbers interesting and meaningful 

Numbers are a very visual way to present 
information.



❖ Interpret numbers, make judgement from 
data and construct meaningful 
arguments

❖ Use statistics and numbers in their 
presentations 



Group presentation



Extending Understanding 3

Integrating values education, including national security education, into the unit 
naturally and organically 

Source: ‘Major Fields of National Security’ 

on the website of National Security 

Education Day

https://www.nsed.gov.hk/national_security/

index.php?l=en&a=national_security_main

_focus

https://www.nsed.gov.hk/national_security/index.php?l=en&a=national_security_main_focus


Images of a range of texts used in class:

1. Video entitled ‘A Greener Generation’ (on China Current)

2. Article entitled ‘Beijing bans disposable tableware in restaurants’

3. Article entitled ‘Meet the Innovator Battling Plastic Waste in China: Liu Yonglong’





Individual  presentation



Student work

Conversational 
Talk

Exploratory 
Talk

Presentational 
Talk

Talk to build relationship

Talk to clarify concepts and explore ideas

Talk to share ideas and 
present information 

Source: Cameron, S., & Dempsey, L. (2016). The Oral Language Book. S&L Publishing Ltd.



Read to Speak project – skills development framework

Framework adapted from Voice 21 Oracy Framework: https://voice21.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/The-Oracy-Framework-1-1.pdf

https://voice21.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/The-Oracy-Framework-1-1.pdf


Peer evaluation form

“They don’t really need 
to use the script.”

“They analyzed the 

problem thoroughly and 

the solutions are really 
detailed.”

“The important numbers 
are bold.”



Observed changes in student learning

Enhancing the research 
skills in analysing issues01

Integrating peer feedback 
into language learning 02

Enhancing understanding 
of our country

03

Enhancing oral communication 
skills04

Developing and practising
empathy05



Way forward

Information literacy 
National education

National security education






