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Disclaimer
To enhance the teaching content, teachers can exercise their professional judgment and consult relevant scholarly work when adopting the learning and teaching resources prepared by educators and other teachers. In support of the implementation of the English Language Education KLA Curriculum, teachers can also select appropriate parts of the resources for classroom learning or extended learning based on pedagogical consideration and the learning needs of students.



Introduction
Mavis Li (EPC) & Gavin Massingham (EDB NET)
S.K.H. Yan Laap Memorial Primary School
Teachers in charge of the winning team from the Time 
to Talk Public Speaking Competition 2023

We’ll share:

1) the way we selected students for the competition

2) the importance of teamwork and the focus on the 
learning process in the competition

3) some practical tips on improvisation skills and ability 
to present a natural speech in an "ad-hoc" manner



Given a choice from 4 
song titles to serve as 

their presentation title

Time to Talk Public Speaking 
Competition



Our Team and their Presentation

Lyann, Maegan and Amelia (P5) – Brilliant kids! 

Try Everything by Shakira



Selection of Students
 Good academic performance Good English presenters.

 Students WANT to do it!

Listen to your students

 Team competition – Synergy between members is the most 
important element.

 Students are potential choices when:

 they enjoy working with others.

 they have different skillsets that complement each other.

How can we find out who are potential choices?

Answer: You need to KNOW your students – how do you get to 
KNOW them?…

Listen to your students



Focus on the Process 
and Teamwork

The true “result” is not about winning, it is about the 
learning that goes on in the process.
Presenting (and preparing for a presentation) 
requires students to develop a lot of different skills 
and this is what we were concerned with

Focusing on the process removes pressure from 
students 

Teamwork – Whole-school approach



Tips on Improvisation & 
Natural Speech

 In ESL, improvisation is NOT making it up as you go 
along!!!

 The MORE you practise the MORE students will 
improvise – if you practise in a certain way.

 Ownership & autonomy to students – HOW…?

 No script – just the key points on slides – they
shouldn't memorise a script – They just tell THEIR
story.

Practice practice, practice – learn to react to 
other people’s words – won’t be the same each 
time.

Listen to your students






