PUPPET POWER:
SOW THE SEED OF POSITIVITY

Disclaimer
To enhance the teaching content,

teachers can exercise their professional
judgment and consult relevant scholarly
work when adopting the learning and

teaching resources prepared by educators
and other teachers. In support of the
implementation of the English Language
Education KLA Curriculum, teachers can
also select appropriate parts of the
resources for classroom learning or
extended learning based on pedagogical
consideration and the learning needs of
students.
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MATTER UNDER CONCERN 22/23

» Enrich students’ reading experience through diverse learning activities so as
to improve students’ reading ability.

» Continue to promote positive education to enhance students’ positive
emotions and engagement in learning.




THANKSGIVING DAY ACTIVITIES

Aims:
» To nurture in students the positive values, i.e. gratitude and
cherishing what you have, through reading and writing activities

» To promote the atmosphere of readlng to learn through readlng




PUBLIC SPEAKING GONTEST

» Students drafted their own speech about the topic 'From Nothing
to Everything' and presented their speech publicly.
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STORY TO STAGE PUPPETRY COMPETITION
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INSPIRATION

Covid-19: A time of high stress, anxiety and fear

* Fear of getting infected
* Face-to-face classes suspended
* Confined mobility...




INSPIRATION

We felt it was important, as we returned to school to acknowledge the

experience and the impact of the pandemic on our lives, to discuss our
individual experiences. We aimed to:

> facilitate our students to discuss and give a nod to the chaos and
negativity created by COVID-19;

» recognize with students that we had all been through a collective
experience that had not been pleasant; and

» celebrate that it was now over and we were back at school again
and that it was important to talk about what we had been through.



INSPIRATION

» Based on the abovementioned rationales, we developed the
framework of our story - Gratitude Glasses.

» This play is about how by adopting a positive attitude and
wearing your “‘gratitude glasses” you can overcome difficult

times.




SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT

» We decided to build our play on our experiences as students
and teachers during the pandemic.

> |t showed how ultimately we all survived this challenging time
and emerged stronger and more resilient.

» During our puppetry classes we used puppets to explore the impact
of the pandemic on everyday life of a primary school student in
Hong Kong.




SETTING

» a family in Sheung Shui during the height of the pandemic, having an
unprecedented experience of worry, not only about getting sick, but
combined with a shortage (potential and perceived) of food and
supplies

» learning mode changed from face-to-face interaction to on-line
classes, incurring emotional disruption among children




CHARACTERS & PLOT

» Our main character Henson,
does not enjoy online
learning and staying at home
every day.

» Mum and Dad are
stressed and worried

all the time and there
seems no end in sight.




CHARACTERS & PLOT

» Things come to a head
when Henson’s classmates
tease him because he is
wearing his underwear
during a Zoom lesson. He
turns off the camera and
Mum receives a call from

the school...




CHARACTERS & PLOT

» When things can’t get any worse,
Grandpa steps in as a kind voice
of reason, reminding everyone
that no matter how bad things
seem, you can always step back
and look at the big picture by
putting on “Gratitude Glasses”
and developing an attitude of
gratitude for what you do have.

» By focusing on the small positive
things in life you can create a way
through.




» During most of the show, there was only one backdrop used.This
represented how imprisoned at home the characters felt and how
literally people did not leave their homes for months and lived in
fear at home.




WHAT DID THE STUDENTS LEARN?

The students learned that;

» they were not alone in having difficult and frustrating times at
home during online learning;

» the pandemic period was a difficult time not only for them but
also other members of the household;

»> how resilient they were, how they have survived a very difficult
experience; and

» how much they appreciated going to school!




WHAT DID THE TEACHERS LEARN?

» We used puppets to enable the children to discuss and share
their experiences during the pandemic with online learning.

» The teachers learned that puppets create a low-stakes
environment where children feel comfortable and can safely talk
about their feelings and come out of their shell.




THANK YOU!




