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Reading critically: 
Exploring a moral dilemma through 
the use of a thinking routine

Rebecca Martyn, English Teacher 

Marymount Secondary School

October 21 2023

YIP KAR CHI
Text Box
Disclaimer
To enhance the teaching content, teachers can exercise their professional judgment and consult relevant scholarly work when adopting the learning and teaching resources prepared by educators and other teachers. In support of the implementation of the English Language Education KLA Curriculum, teachers can also select appropriate parts of the resources for classroom learning or extended learning based on pedagogical consideration and the learning needs of students.
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"Seed" Project:
Developing Students’ Creativity, Collaboration and 
Problem Solving Skills through Creating the Makerspace in the 
Secondary English Language Classroom

● 2019-2023 (3 years + 1 year extension)
● Started with 1 S3 ELAN class & grew to involve S1-S3 ELAN
● Initially envisaged as a “hands-on” makerspace project
● Developed into a project with “hands-free” makerspace-theory 

elements: The use of “Design Thinking” and “Thinking Routines” in 
students’ language development 

● Led by MSS’ school’s NET teacher (Lauren Minnie) in collaboration 
with NET RCs (Luana Hasell, Christine Xavier & Richard Cowler), & 
involving many teachers in MSS’ English Panel
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questions or a brief sequence of 
steps used to scaffold and 
support student thinking.” ~ 
Project Zero

What is a thinking routine?
A thinking routine is a set of 

YIP KAR CHI
Cross-Out
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● Students’ success in understanding
what they read is dependent on
their ability to engage with what
they are reading.

● Thinking routines provide a
structure for students to follow in
their quest for engagement with a
particular text.

Why use thinking routines 

as reading scaffolds? 
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Thinking routine: Tug of War

Authentic Language focus: Modals of advice 

Potential authentic language focus: 1st/ Mixed 
2nd & 3rd conditional

Before we begin

● helps students see two sides of a situation
● helps students in figuring out what the “best” decision is

● Modals of advice are “naturally” employed via the Tug of 
War thinking routine.

● Could be applied if changes are made to the Tug of War
thinking routine

● Will not be demonstrated today
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Unit 4-

Adventure
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the best decision 

you have ever 

made in your life?

What is…?

the worst decision 

you have ever 

made in your life? 

What happened?
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Step 2: Question

The Right Decision? 
Step 1: Skim

Step 3: Read

Step 4: Think

Step 5:  Start answering Ms. M’s 

questions
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The Right Decision?

In May 1985 two climbers, Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, left their base camp by a lake and started climbing the 
north face of a mountain called Siula Grande in the Peruvian Andes. This climb was incredibly dangerous but the 
two men were experienced climbers and physically fit. On Day 1, the weather was good and the climb began well. At 
night they made a snow cave and slept on the side of the mountain.

Three days later, after some very difficult climbing and bad weather, the two men stood at the summit. 
Unfortunately, the weather was getting worse so they didn’t stay long. As they were going down a mountain ridge, 
a disaster happened. Simpson fell and broke his knee. Quickly, Yates tied a rope to himself and then to his friend. 
He began lowering Simpson down the mountain and, for hours and hours, Yates helped Simpson get down the 
mountain. They were getting close to the glacier at the bottom of the mountain but suddenly Simpson slipped. This 
time he went over the edge of a cliff. He was hanging in mid-air. Simpson shouted up to Yates, but the wind was 
blowing loudly and Yates couldn’t hear him.

Yates didn’t know what was happening below. He waited for an hour but the rope was too heavy and it was pulling 
Yates down the mountain towards the cliff. He had two choices: hold the rope but then both of them might die, or 
cut the rope and survive. It was an impossible decision for Yates…
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Yates

Simpson

Should Yates:
● hold the rope (but 

then both of them 
might die) 

or 
● cut the rope (and 

then he would 
survive but Simpson 
would fall off the 
cliff)
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Thinking Routine: 
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Tug of War

Option 1:
Yates holds the rope

Option 2:
Yates cuts the rope

What decision 
should Yates 

make?
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Tug of War

Option 1:
Yates holds the rope

Option 2:
Yates cuts the rope

What decision 
should Yates 

make?

Tug: Yates SHOULD/ 
OUGHT TO/ HAD 
BETTER hold the rope 
because… What if…?

If… then… 

A reason why you think Yates 
should make this decision.

Questions, issues or factors that 
need to be addressed before the 
issue can be resolved.

Tug: Yates SHOULD/ 
OUGHT TO/ HAD 
BETTER cut the rope 
because…
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Tug of War

Option 1:
Yates holds the rope

Option 2:
Yates cuts the rope

What decision 
should Yates 

make?

Tug:

Tug:

Tug:

Tug: Tug:

Tug:
Tug:

Tug:

If… then…

If… then…

Tug:

Tug:

If… then…
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Take a look at the ideas on the 

board.

● What new ideas do you have 

about the decision that Yates 

faces?

● Do you still feel the same way? 

Why or why not?

● Have you changed your mind? 

Why or why not? 
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Find out what 

decision Yates made 

in the end!

● Continue the story 

on LIFE P-I P.51

● Complete the 

question from P. 50 
here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10BM2BQx5EgIMVJop36fUXIfd6swYaBPM6xLIg5H0E3U/edit
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Thank 

you!rebeccamartyn@mss.edu.hk

Do you have any questions?




