Cluster Meeting tor 5chools Joining the

Story to Stage
Competition

Puppetry Team, NET Section, COI, EDB
25 November 2025




What we'll cover:

% Competition schedule & important rules
% Puppet perfomance skills -
« Tips for rehearsing puppet shows with students “2&

% Elements of making a good puppet show
% Experience sharing by
TK.DS. Fong Shu Chuen School
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Timeline:

Application Period 29 Sep —14 Nov 2025
Cluster meeting 25 Nov 2025




$chool Teams:

v’ Each school can enter multiple teams

v’ €ach entry should be unique, featuring different storyline, set of
characters and other distinguishing elements.

v’ Each team must be made up of 3-5 students from either K5I, KS2, or
a combination of both.
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RU bri c: Judging Criteria

cLanguage [J00%)

Story to Stage Puppetry Seript
Competition Range of vocabulary
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Archive Use of props
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Duration of puppet shows:
v’ Puppet shows must be 5-7 minutes in length

Over 7 mins @

Under 5 mins

10 marks Inadequate
ded“cted script

for.every development
minute




Suggested Themes for 2025/26 Entries:

v’ Dream Big, Read Bigger
v" Wisdom Unites, Stories Connect

Student Instant Learning and
Selected ot Wallpapers/ N 9
Activities/ i Messaging Teaching
Competitions 24 Stickers Materials

PROMOTING

POSITIVE VALUES AND ATTITUDES THROUGH

&English Sayings of Wisdom {

THE READING sgp.
First launched in the 2020/21 school year, "Promoting Positive Values and (/ oW “EE0: DISCOVER AS YONRED
Attitudes through English Sayings of Wisdom™ (SOW Campaign) is a territory-
wide and cross-curricular campaign that connects English Language

education with values education. It aims to provide opportunities for schools .
to plan holistically their curricula by integrating essential curriculum S . ! g o o pream Big,
initiatives, such as values education, Reading/Language across the Read Bigger

Curriculum (RaC/LaC) and multimodal literacy, extending students’ learning

experience outside the classroom, and promoting cross-curricular

collaboration




Puppetry Tents:

* 2 Loan Seasons
Loan season A: 1 Nov - 9 Jan

* €Each school can borrow a tent in each (oan season.

* Loan period: 7 calendar days, weekend included.
* First-come, first-served.
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Puppetry Tents:

Puppetry tent

Story to Stage Puppetry
Competition

Abcut the Competition

Foster

Events and Schedule

Rules and Rcles

Adjudicaticn ) ) o
Dimensicns of the competiticn puppetny

Awards and Frizes tent [PNG] )
Yideo- How to set up the puppetry tent Wideo - How to pack eway the puppetry
tent
Support

Applicaticn and Entry Form

» Puppetry tents are to be reserved for competition schools only. -School Mame

D ISR » Loan period: 7 calendar days, weekend included (e.g. picking up on 1 Drecember and rety -Contact person

December) - Contact person’s phone number

WEES O CRCKArops _ s
« Each schoal can borrow ONCE in each Loan Season. No reguests for renewal can be accd AT'sname

= Puppets -Loan period (7 calendar days) requested

» Scheolbased Puppetry Package -Loan Season A1 Novermnber 2024 - 11 |anuary 2025
[Tents can be picked up starting from 1 Novermber 2024 earliest once borrowing procedures are completed.)

Stony to Stage 2023724 Winners
- Loan Season B 14 January 2025 - 8 April 2025

Archi
renve [Tents can be picked up starting from 14 January 2025 earliest once borrowing procedures are completed.)

Enquiry
o Tents are to be i % S
Tent to b e el

« For barrowing puppetry tents, competition schoals should email Ms Kylie CHAN
no {kyliewychan®@edb.gov.hk) at least 7 calendar days before the intended pickup date to provide the

fallowing information:




Prize-giving Celebration:

* Mid-June
* It prize - Merit prize winners

* Live performances by It prize winners
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Puppet POW.ERS.

Positioning

Opening and closing the mouth
Walking around

Eye contact

Real emotions

Sounding right




Positioning

The ideal height for @
puppet is ‘Belly button’
height (if it had one).
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0pemng & closing the mouth

This should be done
syllabically. You can
practise by counting,
saying the A, B, C's or
reciting lines from your
story.
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Opemng & closing the mouth

Remember that the mouth
should be OPEN during the
sounds and closed when
not speaking. This is a
common mistake and
results in ‘biting your
words’.
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Openmg & closing the mouth

Also, pay attention to the
volume of the puppet. If
they are shouting, open
the mouth wide. If they
are whispering, the mouth
moves much less.




Walking around

oy Puppets should move

- e | true to their characters.
We should manipulate
them like they have legs
and bob up and down
when they move aross
the performance area.




Walking around

Practise entering and

exiting the scene in

different circumstance:

- |In arush.

- Tired,

- Angry,

- About to deliver
some sad new, etc.




Eye Contact

Eye contact is
important to help the
audience know who is
talking especially if the
puppet doesn’'t have @
manipulatable mouth.




Eye Contact

N Instructicnal Video: FOW.ER.S. of Fuppetry

All other puppets should
make eye contact with
the one who is talking.




Real Emotions

Acting is reacting and

puppetry is no exception.
In general, you will find
the following...

N Instructicnal Video: FO.W.ER.S. of Puppetry




Real Emotions

Happiness is up
Sadness is down

Anger is high and down
Thinking is up and to
the side

Shyness is down and to
the side

N Instructional Video: PO.W.ER.S. of Puppetry




N Instructional Video: FO.W.ER.S. of Puppetry

Is your puppet

a male or
female?

Where is
your puppet
from?

Sounding Right

Whatis your Pitch, range, pacing,
e Rmanimals accent and volume can
all affect the voice and
add depth to the

character.

How old is
your

puppet?

Instructional Video
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Tips for good puppet show




Utilising
the stage




More use of

positioning




Avoid
overcrowding
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Smooth
transition







Make good
use of

CLOSED
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What makesa @
good puppet

show? po -
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Basic elements for a good puppet show:

OO

Set & Props Puppets
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Experience Sharing

Guest speaker:
Navez Akhter
TKDS Fong Shu Chuen School

'~ !&




> Scripts should be simple and not
overly complicated.

> Use the script to complement the
puppets, not vice versa.

> Limit the number of scene changes.

> GET IT DONE EARLY!



> It adds depth to the world the
puppets are in.

> You could include flaps, hidden areaq,

opportunities or puppeteers to bring
it to.

> QObjects could be attached with
Velcro and removed when needed.

> A window could be flipped to reveal
something hidden behind.



Set and props

Set and props should be
compllmentorg to the action.

> Make sure they are easy to
manipulate.

> Sometimes less is more.

> Items on rods are often
an effective way to
design easily movable




Puppets

> Puppets can be DIY or
bought.

> Their design should be
appropriate to the
characters and the
context.
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Organisinga <
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Suggested ideas for a puppet rehearsal
02 o4

Ol

Read through the _ _
End with a final

Start with an energizer, script, making sure
focus exercise and students undertand Do a stop/ gapuigeliely
creative exercise where the words and SR AU
possible. pronunciations



Suggested ideas for a puppet rehearsal

Positive
reinforcement
IS key.
Keep
everything fun

and positive.




’ 4\

&
THANK You!

Please disseminate the t Y
ideas in your school. '«
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http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

