
The Read to Speak “Seed” Project 
Stewards Pooi Tun Secondary School 2023/24 

Enhancing Speaking Lessons through Theme-based Projects

Mr Nathan Wofford, NET

Disclaimer

To enhance the teaching content, teachers can exercise their professional judgment and consult relevant scholarly work when adopting the learning and teaching resources prepared by educators 

and other teachers. In support of the implementation of the English Language Education KLA Curriculum, teachers can also select appropriate parts of the resources for classroom learning or 

extended learning based on pedagogical consideration and the learning needs of students.



Objectives

In this session, you will:

● learn about how we enhanced 

our speaking lessons through 

designing theme-based projects;

● see samples of student work that 

illustrate their learning; and

● hear about what we are doing 

this year to build on the R2S 

project.



School Context and 

Rationale for Joining R2S



School Context

● Band 2 school in Wong Tai Sin

● Co-ed 

● CMI

● The current English level of new F1 students has been affected by 

various circumstances.



Rationale for Joining the 'Seed' Project

● Develop Ss’ confidence in speaking English

● Design speaking lessons that integrate four language skills 

● Enhance speaking lessons by engaging Ss in authentic theme-based projects

● Align speaking lessons with the English Language Curriculum

● Increase collaboration between the English panel members and the NET 
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Project Implementation



Why Theme-based Projects?

● Engage students in authentic learning tasks 

● Create fun learning opportunities

● Enhance students’ creativity and collaboration skills

● Make good use of technology in speaking lessons

● Develop students’ confidence in speaking English



The R2S Framework

Adapted from The Oracy Skills Framework, Voice 21 and Oracy Cambridge



Identifying the Objectives



Designing the Lessons

Term 1: Comfort Food

Goal: Develop a podcast

● Listen to sample podcasts

● Interview classmates

● Write a script

● Record the podcast

Term 2: Festivals

Goal: Create a presentation

● Research information

● Write a script

● Design visual aids

● Conduct a presentation

Students use the language taught in their General English lessons.



Scaffolding the lessons

● Creating a model

● Using the model to teach the target text type / genre 

● Creating the templates to scaffold student learning 

according to their ability

● Supporting students to plan their projects



The Model Podcast 



The Podcast Templates



The Model Presentation

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zzi9mYg9ndNG9Onq5fun5E7x99s0b34w/view


The Presentation Templates



Samples of Student Work



Podcast on Comfort Food

The Fantastic 4



Presentation Notes



Presentation Slides on Songkran



Presentation Slide on La Tomatina



Outcomes & Evaluation



Reflections 

● Positive student feedback received

● Aligning speaking and General English lessons 

enhanced student learning

● Speaking lessons were more engaging and enjoyable.



Challenges

For students:

● Lack of confidence in 

speaking English 

● Limited experience in 

conducting 

presentations 

For teachers:

● Limited lesson time with 

each group of students

● The change of focus 

from phonics to oracy 

skills development



The Way Forward

Based on student feedback, we made changes to the 

following for 2024/25:

● Sequence of the target text type / genre 

● Materials - refining and expanding 

● Time for practice



Final thoughts

As a NET, my goal is to:

● create a culture of speaking English on campus;

● integrate phonics into the English language curriculum; 

and

● maintain alignment of the speaking lessons with the 

General English lessons.



Questions? :)



Thank you

Please feel free to reach out if you have questions or suggestions. 

Nathan Wofford, NET 

Stewards Pooi Tun Secondary School

Email: Woffordnt@g.pooitun.edu.hk

mailto:Woffordnt@g.pooitun.edu.hk

