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Performing the story

1 2 3
Once upon a time Who... Lived on the edge of a big city
4 5 6
Early one morning Decided Grandma’s house
7
Into his bag




Video of P4 class



Description of S2W

The Speaking to Writing (S2W) project seeks to use
‘speaking the text’ and oral performance as a foundation
to the learning and teaching of writing in Key Stage 2.

The project harnesses the notion of “talking the text”
(Corbett & Strong, 2018) through memorable, meaningful
repetition as a basis for language acquisition.
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Video of Pie Corbett



The Toalk for Wiiting process

www.talk4writing.com

&

®Decide on key language focus

® Adapt model text & decide how it
can be innovated

°Test model:

Planning

-box-it-up
-analyse it
- plan toolkit

: * Creative hook & context
1. Imitation Q ® Warm up/embed words, phrases, grammar & J{%’J
short-burst writing — revisit throughout e
®Internalise model text — text map
® Deepen understanding e.g. drama

® Reading as a reader: -
—vocab

—comprehension

Hake fowming visidre. ® Reading as a writer:
—bosx-up text {
—analyse features )
—co-construct toolkit




Sample of cold task



&  Toliforhriting

-

Years 1-6

3! Talk for Writing Planning Document:

Model Text: Little Charlie

Unit Focus: Characterisation [Year 4) Reading Spine:

Cold Task: Oral & Written — students tell & write a story with a Scarface Claw

picture prompt

Hook: Goody bag and rigged spinner

Deepen Understanding

Asa result of observationsfromthe cold task, improvementswill be targeted by:

Short-burst Writing, e.g. Sentence Frames Explicit Grammar Instruction Drama, e.g. Freeze Frame Short-burst Writing, e.g. writing in role

Review students” writing after lessons s, G and
7 to identify needs
Reading as a Writer: Boxing Up [Structure)

Mouns and adjectives lLise of key connectives Five-sentence story

Reading as a Writer: Writers' Toolkit [Short-burst writing)

camrma

adjectives with a repetition
of a noun, separatedby a

Wridige wherehemet o cot

—a.l'ecm-, amem.

WC going to give
something to 5C

rolof foil

¥ |Use adjectives to describe a
noun with a comma [simple
noun phrases), eg. osmnal,

Adjectives

Next, he walked beside o
lpond where hemet o
lsnowey, white cfuck,

¥ |Give your charactera name
Use adjectives to describe

Proper noun
djective

i Chorlie

Event 1: MNew
character takes
something

Event 2: &Another
new character takes
something

Event 3: MC takes
something — Mo
iterns left

¥ |Use alliteration

alliteration

Checky Charlie

Ending

5C needs something
M C doesn't have
SC has idea

M Cand 5C solve
proklerm

oo to Gh with a bag
of food

Tools Grammar Sentence Pattern Structure Model Text Innovation
(thewhat) [the howr) Journey Little Charlie Happy Helen
¥ |Use of two different Adjective and noun Arst, he wolked over o Opening _Charlie decided to -Happy Helen decided

to go to Susie with
bag of food

-Charlie met cat
-Cat ate cheese

-Helen met a boy —a
tall boy, a silly boy
- Boy ate hamburger

-Charlie met duck
-Duck ate bread

-Helen met a
crocodile — a green,
scaly crocodile
-Crocodile ate sid mai

-Charlie met no one
-Charlie ate
chocolate

-Helen met no one
-Helen ate Skittles

-GM hungry
-Mothing left in
Charlie’s bag
-Charlie and GM
make pizza

-Susie hungry
-nothing left in
Helen's bag
-Helen and Susie
make popcorn




Comprehension

Vocabulary

Literal [on the line],

Who did Charliegotowvisit?

What did Charlie put in his bag?
Predicting

What do you think will happen when
Charlie meets the cat?

Where will Charliego after eating with
Grandma?

Imagining [visualise),

What does the crocodile look like?
What does the boy lock like?
Inferential (infer),

Why did Charlie and his Grandma make
pizzal

Why was the cat called “lean and mean’?
Effect onthe reader [question],

What iz the auther trying to tell me?
Why did Charlie keepthe chocolate
hidden?

Connecting [make connections),

Can you think of another story with a
little boy or girl?

Can you think of atimethat you were
hungry/ravencus?

Summarising

What | remember most about this story
i5...

Retell the story using the s sentence
starters, e.g. e upon o time, Early one
moaorning, Unfortunaotely, Luckily, Anoly,

Tier 1 — basic commonly used in
spoken language

boy, haouse, hag, Sice of cheese,
lacy of bread, har of chocolate,
cat, duck, hungry, white, pizzo

Tier 2 —high frequency across
domains
dlecided, relised

Tier 3 — basic and low frequent
words

edge, mean, fean, kept, hidden,
pond, Bridge, soowy, crossrocos,
FOVERN OUS

Red: taught explicithy

Blue: on the vocabulary poster
Green: check students”
understanding

Generic Plot Pattern

lourney [(Opening, Event 1, Event 2, Event 3,
Ending)

Level of Innovation

Hugging closely [simple substitution)

Ideasto suggestto
students

1) Canyou sharethe names that you created
in the last lesson?

I like the names that use the samebeginning
sound (alliteration), becausethey sound fun
and help metoremember them. [Happy
Helen)

2] Whose house did Happy Helen decide toga
ta? [(Susie's howse)

3, 4 & 5) What three foods did Happy Helen
put into her bag? [two normal, one special]
Whomnburger, Siv mol ond Skittles)

6) Who did Happy Helen meet on the bricgze?
Can we use adjectives to describe this
character? (..a boy — o tall Boy, o slly boy.)

7] Who did Happy Helen meet beside the
pond? Canwe use adjectives to describethis
character? [...a green, scoly crocodile. )

) What did Happy Helen and Susie make for
dinner? [popcam)

Hot Task: Cral & Written — students
tell & write a story with a picture
prompt

E Copyright of Talk for Writing 2022, Notto be copied orshared without permission. w0922




Imitation

“Sitting on the carpet and staring at a
screen or a book is not sufficient. They
have to actively hear it, say it, play at it,
dramatise it and draw it.” Pie Corbett




Video of P4 class
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Video of P4 class



O Lithe  Charlie ®)

Onee ugont o time H'{m wo\s{:]iifle l?oy called |

éChcxrli(’, who lived on the edae, o§ o bia ci%y. |
‘}'Eafltj one mwnmg,ke woke up and. decided

he put |

o go to Grandmo’s house . Into his bag
a slice of cheese, o loa] of bread ond o bor
lo¥ Chocoe. :

First, he walked over o bridge where he met o
cat — o lean cab, o meon Cat.

T'm Fl;ung)”r\/, said the Ca%."Wha[' have you 30% im.

"I]Ve Sok o Slice OL cheese ond o ,Oo.g breod:, but he l(epf'
the chocolate hidden'

) Tl hove the cheese please” soid the caf. So Charlie
gove the cal the cheese and it ate it ol op:

N(’,XL’; he wolked beside aPBT\D\TJheM he met o \
Snowy, white duck.

T hungry, said the duck.Whokhave you ook 1 your bag?

&I’vc 30\7 o \oaf r>$ brecx&)” but he kepk the,
chocolate hidden !

r'-I," thg thg b(‘ead P‘Q&Se:’ Sald ﬂ'\e. duck. SO
Charlie gave the duck the bread ond it ote it
.0\“ ug.

After thot,

_—]

he walked to o crossronds where

Choclie realised he was ravenows. So, Charlie

took the chocoloke out and he ate it all up.
Then he ocrived ab Grondwa’s house.

\lngortu\mke\\/ ,
nobhing left in Litkle Chaclie's bog. Luckily, Grandmo

hod an ea. Fi(\a\\y @\67 Made ViZZO\ fof O\iN\e(‘.

Boxing-up the Text



Photo of P4 class



Innovation

gl Do s




Sample of student innovated storymap



Sample of student innovation



Objectives

Capacity building
To enhance tea
independent a
a model text to

Collaboration

To collaborate w
hot tasks to supg

rce Development

To develop a frame
retelling, to innovate

earchand Independence

To explore
supporting



Components of an S2W School-based
English Language Education Curriculum

promotes reading and writing ...
. using fiction and non-fiction texts

“construction of stories using
performative means”
— Experience Strand



Research

(11 Students ‘talking the text’ helps internalise patterns of

writing, committing them to long-term memory (corbett &
Strong, 2018)

(11 Learning a biologically secondary skill is made easier by
connecting instructional activities with a biologically
prima ry skill (Geary, 2008)

(11 EAL students in UK schools using a similar oral retelling
approach, made outstanding progress (renwick, 2010)



The growth of the S2W visualised...

Innovate
learning and teaching
and improve students’

storytelling and
writing skills

Collaborate with
both NETs and LETs
during co-planning

meetings
and in the classroom

Conduct cold task
on storytelling and writing

Create storytellers
and

. teachers of writing
Prepare to start with

the S2W )\
School-based | j { :

0 Support A Resource School

Professional Development Curriculum
ST Siel | Development Development



School Commitment (1-year project)

Human resources for sustainability Data driven learning , teaching & assessment

v Involve EPC in the planning v' Support the collection of student & teacher data
v Involve all local English teachers (LETs) of the level

v" Preference given to schools which can involve the NETs

1

Sharing with other teachers

v' Disseminate good
practice and experiences
with other schools

Curriculum resources

v" Budget for a reading spine
v Budget for materials

Collaboration for capacity building

v Allocate regular specific
co-planning time for the project

v Attend project professional
development

Curriculum organisation

v' Implement 2 units (1 per term)

v' Adopt a block timetabling approach
(2-3 weeks) or weekly double lessons
(4-8 weeks)

The NET Scheme e-Platform hosts the NET Section’s Seed projects.
To visit the platform, click on https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=580.



https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=580

Key Question
How can Speaking to Writing (S2W)

be used as an approach

to strategically support students
from oral imitation to written innovation?

Then,
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Little Charlie

:OY\CC upoVVlW(; {'uma, H’\ém wm; o \.Me 170\7 o:«”en\
Chaclie who lived on the ehye of o big city.

Ear‘»} one morning, he woke up and decided
to g0 to Grandma's house Jnko his bo'ﬁ he put
a slice of cheese, o loa} of bread ond o bar

Firsk, he wolked over I bm\@e where he met a
cat — o lean cob, o. mean Cat.

T'm hun?ry: said the cak."Whot hove vou 30’5 in
your baﬁ.”

T 8o€ o Slice of cheese and alool breod but he Kept
the chocolake hidden!

"Il hove bhe cheese please,” 55 the cab. So Chacke
gove the cal the cheese and it ate it oll op-

[Next, he walked beside o pord where he mef o, ||

[showy, white duck.

T hungry," soidh the duck."Whot hove Ynu\ao’f in your bm@?

kept  the

duck. So

— lond it ate it

o;ds where
So,fhwl.e
te it all vp.

i there wos
ckily, Grandma
Cor du‘\/\elﬁ |

Sample of student ‘

innovation %o



Guiding Research Questions

v'How does the 3 Is (imitation, innovation and
independent application) build student confidence
in moving away from a model text to plan and write
their own?

v'"How can data from cold and hot tasks be used to
support the planning of literacy units?

v'"How can a framework help students move from
oral copycatting to change and create their own
texts?

v'How effective is internalising text patterns in
supporting students to write their own texts?



Options for S2W Seed Project Schools

Two levels of participation:

Level 1 — Participating School

- attend professional development

- implement the project

- share resources with other project schools
- identify and share good practice

- contribute towards the project evaluation

Level 2 — Networking School
- be a member of the S2W learning community



Timeline for Application

Dates Actions Completed

21 February 2023 Briefing /

24 March 2023 Deadline for Application

March to April 2023 Contact schools

June 2023 Notification to schools

July 2023 onwards Preparation for S2W




Project Proposal

Refer to Education Bureau Circular Memorandum No. 001/2023

Project Title:

Speaking to Writing (S2W) — Using oral performance as a
foundation to the writing of texts in Key Stage (KS) 2

Project Code: NT1423
Name of CSD Section: Native-speaking English Teacher Section

Seed Project: Appendix C

Deadline for application: 24 March 2023



Posting Your Proposal
Please send to the following address:

Human Resource Management Unit of EDB
4/F, East Wing, Central Government Offices,
2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong

or by hand to the Education Bureau’s drop-in box
(Box no.: EDBO3 - Staff Interflow Schemes 2023)
located at the

2/F Entrance, East Wing, Central Government Offices,
2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong



Q&A

Enquiries
Lionell HORN Roland SMITH
Project Manager Advisory Teacher
NET Section NET Section
Email: Ighorn@edb.gov.hk Email: rwilliamsmith@edb.gov.hk
Tel: 3549 8354 Tel: 3549 8321
Gareth STOREY Maria CHAU
Advisory Teacher Advisory Teacher
NET Section NET Section
Email: garethstorey@edb.gov.hk Email: fmchau@edb.gov.hk
Tel: 3549 8310 Tel: 3549 8303




Children cannot
create out of
nothing. They
need both rich

experience as well
as a language
bank inside the
mind to draw
upon.

¢

Pie Corbett




