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Performing the story



Video of P4 class



Description of S2W

The Speaking to Writing (S2W) project seeks to use 
‘speaking the text’ and oral performance as a foundation
to the learning and teaching of writing in Key Stage 2. 

The project harnesses the notion of “talking the text” 
(Corbett & Strong, 2018) through memorable, meaningful 
repetition as a basis for language acquisition. 



Video of Pie Corbett





Sample of cold task 







“Sitting on the carpet and staring at a 
screen or a book is not sufficient. They 
have to actively hear it, say it, play at it, 
dramatise it and draw it.” Pie Corbett

Imitation
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Boxing-up the Text 



Photo of P4 class



Innovation



Sample of student innovated storymap



Sample of student innovation  



Capacity building 
To enhance teachers’ capacity to use the 3 Is (imitation, innovation and 
independent application) to build student confidence in moving away from 
a model text to plan and write their own

Collaboration
To collaborate with teachers to collect and analyse data from cold and 
hot tasks to support the planning of literacy units

Resource Development

To develop a framework to help students move from regular oral 
retelling, to innovate and create their own texts

Research and Independence
To explore how effective internalising text patterns is in 
supporting students to write their own texts.

Objectives



Components of an S2W School-based 
English Language Education Curriculum 

“construction of stories using 
performative means” 
– Experience Strand

promotes reading and writing … 
using fiction and non-fiction texts



Research

Students ‘talking the text’ helps internalise patterns of 
writing, committing them to long-term memory  (Corbett & 

Strong, 2018)

Learning a biologically secondary skill is made easier by 
connecting instructional activities with a biologically 
primary skill (Geary, 2008)

EAL students in UK schools using a similar oral retelling 
approach, made outstanding progress  (Renwick, 2010)



The growth of the S2W visualised…
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Data driven learning , teaching  & assessment 

 Support the collection of student & teacher data

Sharing with other teachers  

 Disseminate good 
practice and experiences 
with other schools

Human resources for sustainability

 Involve EPC in the planning 
 Involve all local English teachers (LETs) of the level 
 Preference given to schools which can involve the NETs

Curriculum resources  

 Budget for a reading spine
 Budget for materials

Collaboration for capacity building  

 Allocate regular specific          
co-planning time for the project

 Attend project professional 
development 

Curriculum organisation

 Implement 2 units  (1 per term)
 Adopt a block timetabling approach 

(2-3 weeks) or weekly double lessons 
(4-8 weeks)

The NET Scheme e-Platform hosts the NET Section’s Seed projects. 
To visit the platform, click on https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=580.

School Commitment (1-year project)  

https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=580


Key Question
How can Speaking to Writing (S2W)

be used as an approach 

to strategically support students 

from oral imitation to written innovation? 

Sample of student 
innovation  



Guiding Research Questions

How does the 3 Is (imitation, innovation and 
independent application) build student confidence 
in moving away from a model text to plan and write 
their own? 

How can data from cold and hot tasks be used to 
support the planning of literacy units? 

How can a framework help students move from 
oral copycatting to change and create their own 
texts?  

How effective is internalising text patterns in 
supporting students to write their own texts? 



Options for S2W Seed Project Schools

Two levels of participation:

Level 1 – Participating School 
- attend professional development 
- implement the project
- share resources with other project schools
- identify and share good practice
- contribute towards the project evaluation 

Level 2 – Networking School 
- be a member of the S2W learning community



Timeline for Application

Dates Actions Completed 

21 February 2023 Briefing

24 March 2023 Deadline for Application 

March to April 2023 Contact schools

June 2023 Notification to schools

July 2023 onwards Preparation for S2W



Project Proposal 

Refer to Education Bureau Circular Memorandum No. 001/2023

Project Title: 

Speaking  to Writing (S2W) – Using oral performance as a 
foundation to the writing of texts in Key Stage (KS) 2

Project Code: NT1423

Name of CSD Section: Native-speaking English Teacher Section

Seed Project: Appendix C

Deadline for application:  24 March 2023



Posting Your Proposal
Please send to the following address:

Human Resource Management Unit of EDB
4/F, East Wing, Central Government Offices, 
2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong 

or by hand to the Education Bureau’s drop-in box 
(Box no.: EDB03 － Staff Interflow Schemes 2023) 
located at the 
2/F Entrance, East Wing, Central Government Offices, 
2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong



Q & A  

Enquiries

Lionell HORN 
Project Manager 

NET Section
Email: lghorn@edb.gov.hk

Tel: 3549 8354

Roland SMITH   
Advisory Teacher

NET Section
Email: rwilliamsmith@edb.gov.hk

Tel: 3549 8321

Gareth STOREY
Advisory Teacher

NET Section
Email: garethstorey@edb.gov.hk

Tel: 3549 8310

Maria CHAU
Advisory Teacher

NET Section
Email: fmchau@edb.gov.hk

Tel: 3549 8303




