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To enhance the teaching content,
teachers can exercise their professional
judgment and consult relevant scholarly
work when adopting the learning and
teaching resources prepared by
educators and other teachers. In support
of the implementation of the English
Language Education KLA Curriculum,
teachers can also select appropriate
parts of the resources for classroom
learning or extended learning based on
pedagogical consideration and the
learning needs of students.



Key Concepts in Reading Instruction
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School Background
• A Catholic Secondary School located in 

Yuen Long

• Students are well-behaved, although 

their English proficiency is still 

developing.

• Students’ learning needs: cultivate a 

stronger interest in their learning, 

broaden their knowledge base, and 

develop their reading and thinking skills



Overview

• Explain how the Close Reading approach enhanced learning and 

teaching

• Illustrate how key reading strategies were integrated into a unit 

on Science and Technology

• Address how the S4 reading lessons enhanced students’ 

confidence in speaking during a discussion forum



Activating Prior Knowledge and 
Building Topic-specific Vocabulary
• Using brainstorming activities to activate prior knowledge at the start of the unit

• Focusing on topic-related vocabulary to enhance comprehension



Predict

I think this text will be about… because…

I predict/expect/think… will happen because…

I think I will learn… because…

Clarify

To clarify this word, I can:

• chunk the word into smaller parts

• reread to find clues

• read on to find clues

Question

What do I already know about …

I wonder…

Who…/ What…/When…/Where…/ 
Why…/How…/What if…?

Summarise

The most important ideas are…

This part is about…

The main theme of this text is…

I think the message is…



Predict

Good readers look at the text features 
and make predictions before reading.

I can see that the title is “To Fly or Not to 
Fly” and the first sentence tells me 
something about  UAVs, or drones, so the 
title must refer to drones. The first 
sentence also has the words “popular” 
and “worldwide”.

I think that I will learn about why drones 
are popular around the world. 



Predict
Predictions: 

● I think that drones are popular around 

the world because they can take 

pictures from the sky.

● I think that drones are a concern in 

many places because…

Strategy: Make predictions based on the text 

features and background knowledge.

Good readers make predictions 
before reading and then read 

actively to check their predictions.



Discuss Predictions 

● I think that drones are 

popular around the world 

because …

● I think that drones are a 

concern in many places 

because…

Strategy Starters

I think … will happen because …

I’ll bet this text is about… because …

I wonder if … will happen.

I imagine/suppose/predict … will 

happen.

I think I will learn … because …



Read aloud to model fluency

● Read the article aloud to model fluent 
reading.

● Students follow along and underline 
words and ideas they find confusing.

● Students confirm or revise the 
predictions they made before reading.



Clarify

Good readers are aware of their thinking 
while they’re reading. They know when 
the text makes sense and when it does 
not… 

When I came to the word, “worldwide”, 
I had to stop and use a fix-it-up strategy. 
First, I looked at the word parts (world + 
wide). Then, I re-read the whole phrase 
“…have become popular worldwide”. 
I think “worldwide” means “all around 
the world”.







Question

Good readers ask questions while reading 

to deepen their understanding of the text. 

In the second paragraph, I can see that 

“various industries have quickly adopted 

UAVs.” 

My question is: “Which industries have 

adopted UAVs?” 

When I read on, I can find the answers:
● Farmers (agricultural industry)

● Big organisations like NASA and the BBC

● Restaurants and supermarkets

● NGOs and government departments



Question Questions: 

● Why have drones (UAVs) become 

popular worldwide?

● Why have drones become a concern in 

many places?

Strategy: Read on to find out more!

A good reader asks questions 
before and while reading.



Re-read to Question

● Reread the text, looking for parts to 

turn into questions. 

● Choose one part to focus on and 

write one question about it on an 

index card.

● Hand in your card after you have 

written a good question.

Strategy Starters

I wonder … 

Who … ?

What … ?

When … ?

Where … ? 

Why … ?

How … ?

What if … ?

Why do you think … ? 

How do you think … ?



Re-read to Question 

● When you receive another card, work with your partner to re-

read the text and find clues to answer the question. 

● You may not be able to answer the question.



Summarise

Good readers summarise what they read 

by identifying the main ideas or 

arguments. Here is an example based on 

the first four paragraphs of the text.

The article, “To Fly or Not to Fly” is 

about the benefits and potential dangers 

of unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones.

They are becoming more popular around 

the world due to the rapid development 

of technology, but there are many 

reasons to be concerned. 









Close Reading in Action
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Close Reading in Action



Discussion Forum

Structured platform for student-student interaction to reflect on learning

[photos removed]



Observed Changes in Student Learning

Students:

• learned to analyse a text through close reading (e.g. making predictions, 

clarifying unknown words and ideas that are confusing, asking probing 

questions, identifying main ideas for a summary);

• learned how to collaborate with each other and were engaged in the reading 

lessons (e.g. brainstorming words and ideas related to the topic, working in 

pairs and small groups on reading skills); and

• developed confidence in communicating ideas related to the topic. 



Teacher Professional Learning 
• Student diversity has increased in terms of learning needs, performance levels,

socio-economic backgrounds, and language proficiency.

• Teaching has changed profoundly and classroom management has become more

challenging.

• Teachers must:

o deploy high-leverage teaching practices

o personalise instruction

o make effective use of innovative pedagogies and technology

o pay attention to socio-emotional factors

o create a classroom climate conducive to learning and student well-being

• Incorporating the ‘close reading’ approach in our daily teaching can facilitate student

learning and enhance teaching effectiveness.
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