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MSS Core 
Values 

Reverence (2019-2020)

Gratitude (2020-2021)

Compassion (2021-2022)

Integrity

Perseverance

Wisdom



What are Thinking Routines?
➔ A thinking routine is a short series of steps that guide your thought 

process. 
➔ They’re simple and easy to use. 
➔ They help learners make their thinking visible. 
➔ Best of all, encouraging students to use them regularly will lead to 

them growing in confidence, improving critical thinking, and more 
open discussions.



From a practical 
point of view, 

thinking routines 
have helped me 
with students 

who….

- Struggle to make 
connections in a reading 
text

- Don’t think they are 
creative

- Usually provide generic or 
memorised responses in 
their writing rather than 
unique and authentic 
responses

- Don’t always understand 
how to write for an 
audience



Some Samples of Activities from MSS
FORM: S1 ELAN

VALUE: compassion, empathy, 
wisdom

TOPIC: 

‘A Letter to your Future Self’

THINKING ROUTINES:

Four Corners

Think, Feel, Care

I used to think…. Now I 
think….

FORM: S2 ELAN/ELIT

VALUE: compassion, empathy, 
resilience

TOPIC: 

‘Halloween Stories’

THINKING ROUTINES:

Creative Questions Starts

Think, Feel, Care

Appreciate, Wonder, Suggest

FORM: S3 ELAN/ELIT

VALUE: compassion, empathy, 
hope, resilience

TOPIC: 

‘Be Your Own Superhero’

THINKING ROUTINES:

Step Inside

Think, Feel, Care

Appreciate, Wonder, Suggest



Form 3: ‘Be Your 
Own Superhero’
Part 1:
Based on your partner’s worries, 
students create a superhero 
avatar for your partner. The 
superhero should have a costume 
and super powers which address 
your partner’s worries or fears, 
giving them courage and hope to 
face the challenges they might 
encounter this year.

Part 2:
Create a short 
illustrated narrative 
involving your superhero 
overcoming your 
classmate’s fears and 
challenges.



1 thinking routine, 2 strategies

For understanding and making 
sense:
Students use the thinking 
routine to try empathise with 
their partner

For demonstrating 
understanding:
Students use the thinking 
routine to develop a 
character that reflects 
their understanding of 
their partner’s needs and 
emotions



STUDENT WORK



Form 2: Halloween 
Writing
Write a Halloween story 
for your partner. Your 
story should be written 
in a way that captures 
your classmate’s deepest 
fears and the 
protagonist overcomes 
her fears in the end.

Using a thinking routines 
to dig deeper into their 

audience

Thinking routines for 
reflection and feedback



Using Question Starts to Improve Inquiry



Using Question Starts to Improve Inquiry



Form 1: ‘A Letter to your 
Future Self’
Write a letter to your future 
self as an S6 graduate. 
In this letter,  give a quick 
overview of what your life is 
like right now, then give 
yourself advice on how to be 
self-compassionate.

Using a thinking 
routines to 

improve 
complexity of 

understanding and 
reflection



thinking routines for 
understanding and making sense

- 4 corners
- see, think, wonder
- think, pair, share
- step inside
- creative question starts



thinking routines for 
demonstrating their learning

- think, feel, care
- step inside



thinking routines for 
reflecting on learning

- appreciate, wonder, suggest
- I used to think… now I think...



learn more about thinking routines here

http://www.pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines

