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School background
ÅAn aided primary 
school located in Tin 
Shui Wai, Hong Kong

ÅMixed ability classes

ÅEnglish elite class in 
P.5 and P.6



Rationale
ÅEnglish learning is not confined to four 
language skills

ÅEncounter different people all over the globe

ÅUnderstand cultures through the language Ą
intercultural competence

ÅCommunicate effectively



Rationale
ÅMulticultural Language Arts Seed Project in KS2 with NET 

Section

ÅTwo topics in P.5:

ÅThe wishing tradition around the world

ÅInventions around the world

ÅOne topic in P.6:

ÅHow to make the world better

ÅValue education: Respect, care for others and empathy



Objectives (P.5 Wishing tradition)
Theme

ɆHow 
cultures 
around the 
world all 
share the 
common 
tradition of 
making 
wishes.

Navigation

ɆStudents 
reflect on and 
understand 
how those 
cultures 
express their 
wishing 
tradition.

Intercultural 
understanding

ɆThey are 
part of a 
global 
culture.
ɆLink to 

their own 
culture.



Lesson implementation

Creating an authentic learning experience



Culture

ÅWhat is culture?

Culture is the ideas, customs, and social 
behaviour people have from different 
countries. There are many different cultures 
around the world.



What is it?

It is a bone from a turkey.

It serves as a Wishing Bone 
(Italy & the USA)



How do you feel when you saw the bone?



From textbook to authentic experience

Å,ÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ȬÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÓÈÏÃËȭ

ÅIn the past: just read from the book only

ÅCreate a real culture shock in the 
classroom

ÅAuthentic learning experience
Longman Leap 5A Unit 5, p.60-61

Put yourself in someone else's shoes.



Lesson implementation

Inquiry -based learning



Inquiry -based learning

ÅInquired one of the wishing traditions around 
the world

ÅRead a book Ȭ7ÉÓÈÉÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
7ÏÒÌÄȭ ÏÎ Epic (https://www.getepic.com )

ÅUse the wishbones tradition as an example

https://www.getepic.com/


Wishbones in Italy and the USA



Team Jigsaw reading

Å5 groups Ą each group inquired for one 
country

ÅItaly, Japan, Jamaica, South Korea and China

Å2ÅÁÄ Ȭ7ÉÓÈÉÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭ

ÅResource pack



Support provided for inquiry -based learnin g



Group discussion to inquire and research on a country



Learning outcomes

Presentation and reflection



Final presentation & peer feedback





Values education - Make a wish

ÅStudents were asked to make a 
wish on Padlet.
ÅIf you had one wish, what would you 

wish for? (padlet.com)

ÅMainly personal wishes

Å3ÈÁÒÅ Á ÂÏÏË ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ4ÈÅ 'ÉÖÉÎÇ 
4ÒÅÅȭ

Å7ÁÔÃÈ Á ÖÉÄÅÏ Ȭ2ÉÃÈ #ÉÔÙȟ 0ÏÏÒ 
Kids

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuAseBCRhBI

https://padlet.com/mla2021net/t90ifw3k2y7b593a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuAseBCRhBI




Their wishes change!



Celebrating their learning outcomes!



3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ
) ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎËȣ./7Ȧ ) ÔÈÉÎËȣ

the project is hard. ÉÔȭÓ ÆÕÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÃÁÎ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
culture.

×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ ÂÁÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ 
vocabulary.

the vocabulary are easy. I am happy.

China is look like old country. China is a modern country.

Jamaica people is so poor, sad, no money, no 
festival, just waiting for dead.

they are also poor but they are happy. They 
have festivals and yummy food.

Japan is very small. We can eat sushi in Hong 
Kong. Why we need to go to Japan.

*ÁÐÁÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÓ ÓÕÓÈÉ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÍÉÓÏ ÓÏÕÐȢ 
Japan has a lot of beautiful view.

Their attitudes towards other cultures change!

there are no landmarks in Jamaica. there are some landmarks I want to go

the other culture is strange. different culture has their own place is better 
than others.



How do the students change?

ÅFrom classroom learning Ą authentic learning

ÅMore aware of their surroundings

ÅLearn beyond the four language skills

ÅMore respectful and more understanding 
towards other cultures

ÅRaise their intercultural competence



P.6: How to make the 

world better?

(Think big but start small)

Image: https://pixabay.com/vectors/planet-earth-cartoon-world-2831514/



Who is / are 

responsible for 

polluting the Earth?

https://geoawesomeness.com/a-letter-from-earth-to-humans-on-earth-day-2019/

Responsibility

A letter from Earth to 

humans on Earth Day

Activities to help raise studentsô awareness 

https://geoawesomeness.com/a-letter-from-earth-to-humans-on-earth-day-2019/


Students read the book to get more ideas on: 

a. the concept of global community

b. different values one needs to have to build a good 

community 

c. Everyone has the responsibility to protect our world

Care for others

Respect each other (multicultural 

community)

Work together to solve the problems

Empathy

Book from EPIC

Sharing our 

Global 

Community

Inputs for the concept of ócommunityô 



What can the global 

citizens do?



Loss of Biodiversity 

Groups sharing on their views about different problems 



What are the problems in our 

community & what can we do?

As a student, can I do anything to 

help make the world better?

Care for others

Empathy

Book

Change the 

World 

Book

Helping Others



Step in,
Step out,

Step back!
Empathy

Thinking Tool to help students put themselves in othersô 

shoes 



Reflection



Things Students Learned

Knowledge Skills Attitudes and Values

Different types of 

environmental / community

problems

How to work together in a 

group 

Help others and unite in the 

community

Meaning of ñCultureòHow to do presentation Help endangered species (as a kid)

The cause of Global Warming How to perform in doing 

presentation

Children can help the world too

What we can do to protect the 

earth

Communication Skills Learned to be kind to animals

Some new vocabulary / hard 

words

How to allocate work to 

groupmates

People need to respect one another

How to report ideas 

Ways to present



Things Students Want to know further

How to change othersô mind to helpthe earth?

How many people are actually helping the global warming?

What happens to pets that arenôt sold at the pet shop?

Why do people always want to win and fight for lots of things?

Who will form a charity organization?

How the government save the animals?

Are there any presentations left?



Questions students still have

Some actions donôt actually change the problems, how can we help?

Why do some people never put themselves in othersô shoes?

If people start protecting the environment, how long will it take to make the earth a better place again?

What should we do if we lost natural resources?

Can we find another planet to live?

How many types of animals have been suffering from the pollutions?

Iôm too shy. How can I present in front of many people?





Our classroom during the seed project



Our classroom during the seed project


