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Space Town Part 2 – Reading

NET Section
CDI
EDB

Programme Rundown
Session Duration 

Zoom Presentation:

• Reading Strategies 

• Teaching Strategies for Reading

2 hours

Self‐Directed Learning 1 

• Viewing videos

• Reading 

• Practising Activities & Quiz

1 hour

Lunch (12:30‐14:00) 1.5 hours

Self‐Directed Learning 2 

• Viewing videos

• Reading 

• Practising Activities & Quiz

1 hour

Zoom Presentation:

• Teaching Strategies for Reading
1.5 hours

Objectives
To introduce reading strategies in Space Town

To introduce the teaching strategies for reading 
in Space Town:

• Reading Aloud 

• Shared Reading

• Guided Reading

• Storytelling 
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Teaching Strategies for Reading

(ELCG p. A29)

Reading 
Workshops

Storytelling

Reading Aloud

Shared 
Reading

Supported 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Guided 
Reading

Reading Aloud

• models how to read English fluently and 
expressively

• models how an English book is read, e.g. cover 
first,  then pages left to right and top to bottom

• enables students to access texts that they 
cannot  read independently

• provides an opportunity to enjoy English books

• is an opportunity for students to hear spoken 
English

English Language Curriculum, 2004, A30-31

Activity

Watch the demonstration of 
Reading Aloud
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Remember!

• Familiarise yourself with the book

• Read with appropriate expression and pace

• Stop and show pictures where appropriate

• Make eye contact

• Reading Aloud should be an enjoyable experience for 
both teachers and students

Selecting Books for 
Reading Aloud

Choose books that:
• will engage the students in the first few lines
• are appropriate for the students, e.g. culturally 

and age appropriate
• have illustrations that support the meaning
• are big enough in size so everyone can see 

the pictures
• shows the teacher enjoys reading
• may have repetition 
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Reading Strategies

English Language Curriculum Guide p. A28

Would we say 
the words in 
this order?

Does this 
sentence make 

sense?
Does this 

picture match 
the word?

Do the sounds 
I want to say 

match the 
letters of the 

word?

Posters

Questions to Develop 
Comprehension Strategies
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Check for comprehension
• Make students read the text and look at the pictures to 

find the answer, e.g. How many characters are there in 
the story? What happened in the story?

Develop thinking skills

• Make students read the text and work things out from 
the information they are given, e.g. How will the bears 
feel when they see Goldilocks in their home? 

• Make students use the hints and clues in the text and 
incorporate their own knowledge and experience, e.g. 
What was Goldilocks thinking when she ate the porridge?

Good Questions

Good Questions Activity

• Read the questions. Use ‘Y’ for good
questions and ‘N’ for ones that are not 
good.

• Consider how good questions scaffold 
students’ development of reading strategies 
(Graphophonic, Syntactic, Semantic) 

Good Questions Activity

Y, G Y, G

N N

Y, Se N

Y, Se Y, G, 
Sy, Se

Y, Se Y, Se

Y, Se N

Y, Se Y, Se

Y, Sy Y, Se
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Teaching Strategies for Reading

(ELCG p. A29)

Reading 
Workshops

Storytelling

Reading Aloud

Shared 
Reading

Supported 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Guided 
Reading

What is Shared Reading?

“Shared reading is an effective teaching 
strategy in which the teacher and the class 
read aloud a common text together. 
Repeated reading and re-reading of the 
whole text over a period of several days 
helps young learners develop, practise and 
apply reading skills and strategies.”

(ELCG 2004, p. A31)

Shared Reading

• Read My  Sister SR1 Unit 
of Work (pages 15 and 16)
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Subsequent Readings

Teacher:

• re-reads the story a second time, inviting 
students to join in

• Each subsequent reading has a specific 
teaching focus

• Repeated readings involve the learners more 
and more in reading the book, until they can 
read the whole book aloud confidently

After the Reading 
This part of the session is when:

• the teacher reinforces the particular reading 
strategy the students will be practising

• the students practise using the modelled 
reading strategies through a range of 
activities and independent reading

• The session concludes when learning is 
consolidated through revisiting main 
teaching points. There may be opportunities 
for songs, rhymes or poems

How Not To…

• Watch the video 

• Discuss what was ineffective and how you 
would teach it. 
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Teaching Strategies for Reading

(ELCG p. A29)

Reading 
Workshops

Storytelling

Reading Aloud

Shared 
Reading

Supported 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Guided 
Reading

Materials for Guided Reading

• One book per child

• Short texts

• Usually unfamiliar texts 

• Instructional level texts (90 – 95% word accuracy; 
≥75% comprehension)

• Wide range of text types

Guided Reading Set-up
• Students need to be matched to book levels

• Using texts at instructional level (90-95% word 
accuracy and 75% comprehension)

• Students reading below instructional level 4 can 
read Space Town small books

• Students reading above instructional level 4 read 
commercial books (select a wide range of text 
types)
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Grouping for Guided Reading

• Groups formed according to instructional 
reading levels using a benchmark kit

• Groups are flexible and based on continuous 
assessment

• Four groups can be managed in Hong Kong 
classrooms

Key Features of Guided Reading

In Guided Reading:

• the focus is on providing students with the 
opportunity to practise and apply reading skills and 
strategies learned in Shared Reading

• teachers work with individuals in small groups 

• students respond to the text critically

• students think and talk through the text together

Small Books – Guided Reading

The Guided Readers:

• The small books are used for Guided Reading 
and match the abilities of the student cohort

• Text in the small readers will follow a progression 
of difficulty based on the Big Book

• These books are also used for Home Reading
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Levelled Small Books
Space Town Go!
https://nets.edb.hkedcity.n
et/page.php?p=543

Small books at 
https://nets.edb.hkedcity.n
et/page.php?p=545

Sound books at 
https://nets.edb.hkedcity.n
et/page.php?p=478

Matching Students to Book 
Levels

• Teacher matches one student at a time using a 
benchmark kit

• Teacher starts with a book suitable to the student’s 
reading level (if unsure of student’s reading level, start 
with a Level 1 book)

• The kit includes miscue sheets with three levels of 
questions to check the student’s comprehension

PDNETwork
https://nets-pd.edb.edcity.hk/
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Self-Directed Learning 1

• Time: 1 hour

• Work through the Self‐Study Package to 
familiarise yourself with Reading 
Comprehension Strategies and Guided 
Reading

Quiz 1:
Reading Comprehension Strategies

• Click on the link below to do Quiz 1.

• Complete the quiz and submit the answers.

• Click on the ‘View Score’ button to check 
your answers.

20

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1k2EOZ-
9zDyaj1cG6n61_KkY3omhB6KJBYvvESBHR
Row/edit?usp=sharing

Reading Aloud Practice
Princess Smartypants (one of the Reading Aloud 
books in Space Town)
• Read Handout 1 – Reading Aloud
• Click on the hyperlink to view the book

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl6jIUz0e4o
• Mute the volume first
• Familiarise yourself with the book
• Practise reading aloud with appropriate

expression and pace
• Make eye contact
• Show that you are enjoying reading to your 

students

20
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Video

•Click on the link and watch the video.

•Familiarise yourself with the overview of the 
Guided Reading lesson:

– Sequence of activities
– Roles of the teachers and CA
– Classroom management 
– Resources

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12-
K7CV2TzDghGQOnt8QnV68tM23S4vZP/vie
w?usp=sharing

10

Teacher’s Role when Teaching 
Guided Reading 

Support students with practising the modelled 
reading strategies from Shared Reading by:

• listening to students read

• providing individual students with an opportunity 
to read aloud

• questioning to assess knowledge, to prompt to 
apply the strategies and to make connections

5

Guided Reading

• Watch the slide show by clicking on the link 
below.

• Think about the differences between the 
Shared and Guided Reading

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12MY8D8dA-grh-
RlLadYiyuNtnyIbCQhv/view?usp=sharing

5
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Self-Directed Learning 2

• Time: 1 hour

• Work through the Self‐Study Package to 
familiarise yourself with Guided Reading 

Task Instructions

• Watch the videos of the Guided 
Reading lesson. 

• Complete the quiz on the three parts 
of the Guided Reading lesson:
–Introducing the Text
–Reading the Text
–Revisiting the Text

1

Introducing the Text

• Click on the link below to watch the 
video.

• Observe the role of the teacher.

• Take notes while watching the video.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NHFfS3c3TC8JsVI
zj9nFlg3vibhhbuSh/view?usp=sharing

14
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Reading the Text

• Click on the link below to the video.

• Observe what the teacher does and 
what the students do.

• Take notes while watching the video.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nN25lEN0pf3m89g
s1VGn_c5Som_0QBtm/view?usp=sharing

14

Revisiting the Text
• Click on the link below to watch the 

video.

• Observe what the teacher does.

• Take notes while watching the video.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XFGK_HBEfZhRrlp
Uj4yPefOiTyBNVtj4/view?usp=sharing

10

Quiz 2: Guided Reading
• Click on the link to do Quiz 2.

• Complete the quiz and submit the 
answers.

• Click on the ‘View Score’ button 
to check your answers.

20

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19VG453uN4qA
DQVLg5FrWsQU1mY8XJ5Gruy6u-
DPHMJQ/edit?usp=sharing



Space Town Part 2 – Teaching Strategies for Reading

15

12:30 – 14:00 
1.5 hours

Welcome Back to the Zoom 
Session

3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Planning for Guided Reading
• identify content words that may be new, difficult or 

need consolidation
• reading skills and strategies (e.g. skimming & 

scanning) should be explicitly planned
• opportunities to practise decoding skills should be 

included (graphophonic & semantic)
• questions must be planned before the lesson and 

should check understanding and develop 
comprehension strategies)

• activities that consolidate and/or extend skills and 
strategies should be planned around a text
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Planning -
Introducing the Text

Points to be considered:
• set the context and activate prior 

knowledge

• prompt students about the features of the 
book cover

• support students with making predictions

• ask questions to practise the 
comprehension strategies

Book

Planning -
Reading the Text

Points to be considered:
• decide how the students will read the book 

with the teacher

• anticipate which words the students may 
not know

• prompt students to decode unknown words
using the appropriate word attack 
strategies (refer to Good Readers…Poster)

• ask appropriate predicting questions if 
appropriate
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2

strategies
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Planning -
Revisiting the Text

Points to be considered:
• include questions that check for 

understanding and develop students’ 
thinking skills

• provide students with the opportunity to  
practise the decoding and 
comprehension strategies

3

Remember!
Guided Reading provides opportunities for:

• students to practise and demonstrate their listening, 
reading aloud, decoding and comprehension 
strategies

• students to interact with texts at their instructional 
level which promotes a sense of achievement

• teachers to gain an understanding of students’ 
progress to inform further teaching
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Teaching Strategies for Reading

(ELCG p. A29)

Reading 
Workshops

Storytelling

Reading Aloud

Shared 
Reading

Supported 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Guided 
Reading

Storytelling

Storytelling involves teachers telling stories based 
on real books, authentic texts or their own made up 
stories. The purpose is to:

• show how a narrative is organised
• model the fluency and expression of spoken  English
• develop listening skills
• provide students with an enjoyable English 

experience
• stimulate students’ interest in reading
• begin to develop students’ comprehension skills

Activity

Watch the demonstration 
of Storytelling
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