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Set the final goal
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Cold Writing = Draft 1 

A pre-planned structure based on:
- Time frame (= no. of drafts)

[affects the scaffolding 
of the goal]

- Content Focus (= how to edit)
[affects time efficiency]



Backwards 

Planning

Process

Students’

Evaluation

Cold 

Writing

Practical 

Logistics
Q & A

Draft 1:

Cold 

Writing

Length?
Time?
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Week 1 (Extremely Positive Language) 



Backwards 

Planning

Process

Students’

Evaluation

Cold 

Writing

Practical 

Logistics
Q & A

Week 2 (Slightly Negative)



Backwards 

Planning

Process

Students’

Evaluation

Cold 

Writing

Practical 

Logistics
Q & A

Week 3 (Extremely Negative Language) 
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Week 4 

(Structural

markers to

fit the genre) 
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Week 4 

(A slightly more attractive opening sentence) 
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Week 4 

(Addition of a local social issue 

as part of a personal encounter) 

The impact of crime 

security on tourism
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Students’ 

Evaluation 

From 28 students
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Activity
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Most Difficult Activity
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Most Useful Activity
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Activity that you wish we spent more time on...
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Students’ Comments on Language Use
- when comparing different stages of their drafts

“I think the vocabularies and 
the sentence structures I use 

are in a wider variety and the 
writing would not be so flat.”

“I learned to used more 

adjectives to describe things 
and feelings which enriched 
the content of my writing.”

“More expressions are 
used and the 

descriptions are more 
specific.”

“I have learnt to use positive, moderate, 
and negative languages, and I have 
learnt to put social issues that are 

currently happening into my writing.”

“I used more adjectives and 
phrases to express my feelings 

more clearly and more detailed.”

“There is a different but distinct style 
of each paragraph by using positive, 

neutral and negative wordings.”
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= 4 students:

2 strong 

1 average level

1 weak and did not 

follow the instructions
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Students’ Comments about Their Learning Experience 

“I’ve learnt more 

about how to switch 

the tone in writing.”

“I can learn step by 
step and know more 
about the theme of 
each lesson.”

In the lessons of this unit, we seem having more parts of the 
lessons to interact with others, or even having lesson with 
other teachers. I think it is a quite good style of learning.

“After studying this unit, I 
can use more phrases to 
express my feelings 
naturally.”

“Learning has become more interactive, 
not passively receiving information.”
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The Framework
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The Initial Process
Decide on the outcome 

of the final product

Break down the 

structure/skills/content 

of the final product into 4 parts:

1 focus 1 week

Design the structure of 

the Cold Writing.
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Choose-Adapt-Lose

Match the texts and 

the skills to the 

Guiding Questions.

Choose and adapt 

the related texts & 

skills from the 

textbook.

Determine the 

Guiding Question of 

each week.



Tourist 

Spot



 Extremely positive 

 mediocre

 Extremely negative 

+ link to a 

social issue 

/ cultural 

problem
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Planning the Activities

Guiding 

Questions

Engage

(Activity 1)

Explore

(Activity 2)

Extend

(Activity 3)

Evaluate

(Activity 4)

Apply

(Activity 5)



Form: 5

Topic: Happy Travels

Unit: 5
Final Written 
Assessment: Reflective Travel Journal
Target Language: Language for Reflective Writing:  Descriptive and Emotive
Platform: Google Classroom & Lumio

Activity 0: Cold Writing

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4

Guiding Questions

How can language and 
imagery combine to grab the 

attention of potential 
visitors?

How can local food teach us 
about the culture of a location?

How can the choice of accommadation 
greatly impact your overall perception of 

the experience of the travel?

How can you integrate all the 
elements into a Reflective Travel 

Journal while adding depth?

Activity 1: ENGAGE
Linking imagery to language 
in 3 advertisement videos

Ranking different food to 
individual perception of best 

cultural representation

Learning how the severity of tonal words 
and the use of descriptions through the 5 

senses add depth to the imagery

Using KWL charts to discuss 
different social issues related to 

tourism

Activity 2: EXPLORE
Identifying target language 
(enthusiasm) from different 

texts (Text B2)

Identifying the positive and 
negative language in a text and 
then changing the wordings in 

order to flip the tone

Exploring how a check-in experience 
affects your expectations of your 

accommodation (Video)

Answering more in-depth 
questions about travel-related 

plastic use based on 
environmental protection videos, 

posters and factsheets 

Activity 3: EXTEND

Using the identified target 
language to create new 

sentences that would 
compliment the content in 

Activity 1

Identifying words or phrases with 
more subtle emotions and 

categorising these types of words 
into the context of describing a 

restaurant experience

Recording a podcast about your 
frustrations or anger towards a situation 

at a hotel based on a role play card by 
using some of the target language in 

Activity 1 and 2

Identifying one social issue that 
relates to the chosen travel 

destination

Activity 4: EVALUATE

Discussing which target 
language items to choose 

that would fit the country of 
choice in their Cold Writing

Using the target language for 
sentence-making 

Participating in a Panel Discussion Activity 
based on a tourist-related situation where 

students assume the roles of different 
stakeholders

Comparing different texts to 
identify the structural format of a 

Reflective Travel Journal and 
spinning the social issue in Activity 
3 so that it becomes part of their 

encounter in the trip

Activity 5: APPLY

Incorporating some of the 
target language this week to 

edit one part of the Cold 
Writing

Incorporating some of the target 
language this week to edit 

another part of the Cold Writing

Incorporating some of the target language 
this week to edit another part of the Cold 

Writing

Final Editing:  Reflective Travel 
Journal

School’s unit planning document 

to integrate backwards planning
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Planning Time

Around 1.5 month for 1 teacher

Most time-consuming processes:

- Setting the Guiding Questions

- Making sure that each activity 

reflects the Guiding Questions, 

the purpose and that they are 

a continuation of each other
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Execution Time

Roughly 2 double lessons 

(40 min each)

For Teacher’s Use / Display (0 min)

Set as Homework (0 min)


