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THINKING ROUTINES FOR WRITING:QPTIMISING THE
WRITING EXPERLENCE WITHIN AND BEYOND THE
ENGLISH [ANGUAGE CLASSROOM
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WHERE CAN THIS SEED PROTECT
ADD VALUE!



COMMON FEATURES IN WRITING THAT WE WILL ADDRESS
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® Supporting
ideas

e Sustaining a
logical
argument

® Suitablility of
tone

® |anguage
complexity
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SUPPORTING IDEAS AND SUSTAINING A LOGICAL ARGUMENT

Initial stimulus @ xéf

Relevant examples
Extension of 1ideas
Connection to point




SUITABILITY OF TONE




[ANGUAGE COMPLEXTTY

Recycling vocabulary

Exposure to a wider range
of vocabulary and language
structures

Reviewing structures 1in an
authentic environment

Using group editing to
support learning



VISIBLE TRINKING MEANS VISIBLE RESULTS

2022 HKDSE English Language Paper 2

The better answers addressed the questions in a balanced way,
utilising a wide range of grammatical structures, supported
arguments with credible examples and provided a variety of
vocabulary in the form of complex sentence structures and a
variety of suitable vocabulary.

® Notably these answers were always ‘compelling, thoughtful
and accurate in tone and grammar’



WHAT ARE THINKING ROUTINES?



WHAT ARE THINKING ROUTINES!

Thinking Routines can be divided into categories to make
their implementation strategic in the classes. Not all
thinking routines are interchangeable. Some work in a
specific way to uncover ideas while others take a much more
detailed look at reasons, evidence and perspective



CATEGORTES OF THINKING ROUTINES

Introducing / exploring ideas - See Think Wonder

Synthesizing / organising ideas - Generate Sort Connect
Elaborate

Digging deeper into ideas - Peel the Fruit

Giving feedback-321 Feedback



CORE IDEALS

Synthesizing
Evaluating
Discovering
Explaining

Pulling apart/putting
together

Deciding on a course of
action



LESSON FRAMEWORK



FRAMEWORK LESSON CYCLE - WRITING AND THINKING ROUTINES

This is an example of one round of lessons related to one text type only. The 1idea
is to repeat this framework with other text types using the routines to

« challenge the students

« show them the connections between their thinking and learning
« create a portfolio of work which documents their progress

« explore a variety of ways for the teacher to give targeted

feedback



Guiding questions - What would it be like to
live here? What would you see around you? Step 1 Introduce a link to the
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Ten Times Two: Look at the image below, and on the screen, quietly for 1 minute. Let your eyes wander.

List 10 words or phrases about any part/aspect of the image.
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(Prompts given if needed)

o brown dog

O _acew SO

o\d uncle with ke )

ogeen—igh  oCean

Soudy  veother (2>

vomhgos

1. Arownng

2 AW
3. swuoling
4. \oyal

5; SoVing,

6. dochs

T ocean

— doas onping €0 savg oW



Feels like

«’?;l‘

Sounds like

Describe by writing words or phrases.

What sensation does it give you? How do the
people seem to be acting?

Describe by writing words or phrases.

What can you hear?
Is it loud or quiet? Are there any musical instruments or
songs? What can you hear in the background.

Describe by writing words or phrases.




Writing

Writing
How can pets and people help each other?

Q@CITTE® Short story 7..‘ Sun |

To celebrate World Animal Day, a magazine is } A

organizing a short story writing competition. »

You would like to enter the competition.

* Write a short story about a pet helping d .
its owner.

* Choose a pet and narrate an incident
where it helps its owner get out of a
difficult situation.

Analyse the task
Purpose, audience and tone

Think about the task and answer the PAT questions.

What is the purpose of your Who will read the short What tone should you use in
short story? story? your short story?
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WHAT 15 THE PURPOSE OF THE PORTFOLIO!

Digital or handwritten

Should be a reflection of student work and show evidence of
editing and process. Some of the entries should address how
the students arrived at their thinking and discovery.

Peer/self and teacher evaluation that is both formative and
summative

Drafting and editing



PORTFOLIO ENTRIES

People working, makeshift tools, mud on the ground, children going to school, corrugated iron housing, low exposed wires

The people are in danger, a poor area. Cramped area, no running water, lots of disease, children have limited access to basic needs, limited potential for
jobs/development, not a safe area to be growing up, crowded

What atory might it tell?
The people living here do not have the basic needs of life. There are probably a lot of accidents occurring because of the dangers of low wires. Electricity is possibly
very hit and miss and therefore the routines which occur after dark would be made treacherous.

When | look at this image | feel that the probability of ... is high/low
This image highlights the need for ...
The living conditions here are...



PORTFOLIO ENTRY

Writing Skill Evidence Thinking skills Evidence (where did it come from?)

Range of ideas

Ideas/claims are clear Logic
e Whatis your
claim?

How have you

. . (] LK)
sequencing of ideas (Checksliat for writing
supported your claim?
e Have you done pI'OCBJJ

this in different
ways?

What persuasive
language have you
used to support your
claim?
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